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EDITORIAL 


THE CONTROL OF VENEREAL DISEASES. 


The Surgeon General of the United States Public Health Service 
has circularized the medical profession with an appeal for coéper- 
ation on the fight against venereal diseases, and emphasis is laid 
upon the expected increase incident to the discharge of the men in 
military service. 

The circular, among other things, declares that “Physicians have 
a large share in the responsibility of protecting the nation in this 
emergency by giving their best scientific attention to individual 
venereal disease cases. * * * Each member of the medical pro- 
fession should understand the seriousness of statements frequently 
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made that a majority of physicians refuse’to treat venereal diseases, 
and that many of those who do treat them are careless in their 
methods of treatment.” 

While this statement carries some accusation, it may be admitted 
as worthy of attention and deserving of action accordingly. 

It is all very well to summon the medical profession to meet 
venereal diseases, and in doing so to arraign them for their short- 
comings ; but is this the right way to overcome the difficulty ? 

We are not forgetful of the rather general legislation within 
the past year, which proposes to penalize the physician who does 
not report venereal cases, and incident to the process there is pro- 
vided a measurably difficult system, which entails rather exact care 
on the part of the physician. To the conscientious man, engaged in 
general practice and without equipment for the proper care of 
venereal cases, the honest thing is for him to decline to treat such 
cases ; otherwise he would properly qualify among those who “are 
careless in their methods of treatment.” 

All medical men should be willing to help in eliminating venereal 
diseases, but it cannot be the best way to invite all of them to treat 
such cases. We are sure it will be acknowledged that the evils which 
have accumulated upon the human race in consequence of venereal 
diseases have been due more to inefficient treatment than to any- 
thing else. How many men who are not specialists in venereal dis- 
eases know how to treat syphilis? 

The trouble lies deeper. Not only have venereal diseases been 
neglected, but the usual source of their origin has put the burden 
of shame and secrecy so utterly upon such diseases that they are 
often borne without treatment, through the humiliation entailed. 
The neglect of such diseases among the lower classes, and among 
negroes in particular, has provided a continual supply of new con- 
tagium. 

Within the past two years the free discussion of venereal diseases 
in the daily press has occasioned reflection among many, to whom 
such questions were closed. Reforms have followed, stimulated 
largely by the activities of the military authorities. With the re- 
strictions and regulations relating to venereal diseases, the army 
and navy have been able to treat all such cases, and with effectual 
results. 

In the meantime, the civic population has undergone a transition 
from recognized and more or less restricted, even if not regulated, 
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to clandestine prostitution, with the attending evils certain. For 
_ such, as yet, no provisions have been made, save the rather cum- 
bersome regulations laid on physicians to report such cases of 
venereal disease as may come in their practice. 

The United States Public Health Service has very properly under- 
taken this problem, and it is for them to find and establish a so- 
lution, but we believe that a practicable plan should operate, and 
we believe that the appeal to and arraignment of the profession is 
not the practicable way. While it may be wise to engage the promise 
of physicians to either treat or refer to qualified specialists or to 
clinies such cases, it remains that there is not yet adequate pro- 
vision at hospital clinics to care for such cases. Even where clinics 
for venereal diseases are organized, they are chiefly for males and 
are conducted in a rather mixed fashion. Females are often handled 
in gynecological clinics, and usually inadequately. 

Since the United States Public Health Service has taken an 
initiative, it should go all the way, in promptly establishing proper 
clinics, adequately equipped and efficiently conducted, for both males 
and females. The United States Public Health Service might ar- 
range for space in some of the existing hospitals, but, so long as it 
is left to the existing hospital administration, in almost every 
private hospital, large or small, there is more effort made to keep 
venereal diseases out than to let them in. 

Without in any way reflecting on the profession in general, it is 
safe to say’ that, with the government operating hospitals and 
clinics, and with free treatment, it will not be long before results 
are evident. Meantime, it is the duty of the profession to promise 
to do what it may be able, under the circumstances, 

The question of prophylaxis should not be relegated entirely to 
the background. The happy results from prophylactic treatment 
obtained in the army and the navy suggest forcibly that the civic 

. population should be educated and encouraged to resort to it. This 
is particularly so, as it interferes neither with propaganda in favor 
of continence, the control of vice, nor with the arguments favoring 
proper and adequate treatment. 

As a legal gentleman, urging this viewpoint, said in illustration: 
“It is like the honest, but adventurous man, and the gang of thugs. 
The authorities should try to get rid of the thugs; the man should 
be urged not to go where they congregate; but, if he either must or 
will go among them, for goodness’ sake urge him to take his gun 
with him.” 
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THE HISTOLOGICAL AND BACTERIOLOGICAL INVESTIGA- 
TION OF A JUXTA-ARTICULAR NODULE 
IN A LEPER. 
By DONALD H. CURRIE, 
Former Director, U. S. Leprosy Investigation Station, 


HARRY T. HOLLMAN, 
Acting Director, U. 8S. Leprosy Investigation Station. 


LITERATURE. 


A disease occurring in certain parts of the tropics, notably in 
New Guinea, Java, Siam, Algiers, Senegambia, Madagascar, New 
Caledonia and French Guinea, has been described by several authors 
under the title of “Juxta-Articular Nodules.” The accounts of 
these cases state that the lesions are subcutaneous, hard, painless, 
round or irregularly-shaped nodules, usually located near one of 
the joints, especially the ankles or knees. 

MacGregor first described this condition in 1901 in New Guinea. 

In 1904, Steiner reported the occurrence of similar cases among 
the natives of Java. 

In 1906, Jeanselme reported similar tumors among the natives 
of Siam. This author stated that the microscopic examination of 
these tumors showed that they were formed of three layers: a cen- 
tral zone, composed of degenerated tissue; an outer zone of inflam- 
matory reaction, and an intermediate or transitional zone. 

Gros, in 1907, reported on this, or a similar, condition among the 
Algerian natives, after having observed some ten cases among 12,000 
patients examined. He further reported that, histologically, these 
lesions were of a structure similar to those reported by Jeanselme. 

Neveux, in 1907, reported cases from Senegambia, and Fontoynont 
and Qarougeau, in 1908, from Madagascar. They drew attention to 
the symmetrical occurrence of the nodules and stated that they usually 
occurred on the extensor surfaces of the extremities and in the 
neighborhood of joints, especially the superficially located joints, 
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such as the elbow. Fontoynont and Carougeau found that the tumors 
were either fibrous or fibro-cartilaginous, with soft caseous centers, 
and showing here and there small white granules consisting of 
microscopical filaments and mycelium of a fungus. The latter they 
named “Discomyces carougeam.” They found that this fungus was 
not pathogenic for monkeys, rabbits or guinea-pigs. 

Lebeeuf, in 1911, reported four cases of this disease in New 
Caledonia. 

Joyeau, in 1913, stated that similar tumors were observed among 
the natives of French Guiana, although the microscopical picture 
differed in some essential points from that given by previous re- 
ports. In the experience of this author, these tumors consisted of 
a ground substance of fibro-connective tissue containing inflamma- 
tory foci, the latter being around the blood vessels. This observa- 
tion is interesting, as the histology of the tumor which we shall 
later describe corresponds to Joyeau’s rather than Jeanselme’s or 
Carougeau’s description. 

In 1913, Ouzillean described this condition. 

In 1915, Breiul and Davis each made independent reports on 
cases of this disease. 

In 1916, McCoy and Hollmann described a case observed in 
Hawaii. 

DESCRIPTION OF CASE. 


Patient, M. K. (1): Hawaiian, male, age 46; married. Born 
and spent most of his life in one of the small towns on the Island 
of Molokai, outside of the leper settlement. During his early adult 
life he was a fisherman in the part of Molokai referred to, but for 
the last twelve years he has been employed as a road laborer in 
Honolulu. His first symptoms of leprosy developed three years 
ago, beginning with paralysis of the eyelid and right arm; later 
the fingers of the right hand became contracted. While his clinical 
symptoms are such as to leave little doubt that he is suffering from 
the nerve type of leprosy, the bacillus of Hansen has not yet been 
demonstrated. 

As to the nodules—the condition which interests us here—both 
are located on the left lower‘extremity (See Fig. 1*) : one just over 
the outer maleolus and the other on the anterior aspect of the ankle 
at a level with the first. The lesion located over the maleolus began 
six years ago and is approximately one by one centimeter in area 


*Not the case previously described by McCoy and Hollmann. 
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and about one centimeter in elevation above the surrounding normal 
skin. The second lesion began thirty-six years ago. At the end 
of five years it had reached 
the size of a pea, while 
ten vears from the time it 
was first neticed it had at- 
tained its present dimen- 
sions (it being slightly 
larger than the first 
lesion) : since then it has 
remained stationary in 


_size. The tumor has never 

been painful, and until 
recent years it has not 
caused the patient any 
inconvenience, since, in the early part of his life, he went bare- 
footed. 

One of the two tumors was removed, under aseptic precautions, 
and placed in a sterile Petri dish. Numerous scrapings were taken 
from the surface of this tumor and carried to nutrient glycerin 
agar slants in order to ascertain whether our technic in removing 
the growth had prevented contamination of its surface. All of these 
eontrol-agar tubes remained sterile. Under the most rigid asepsis 
the tumor was cut into several bits, and two of these pieces were 
placed on glycerin agar slants, with their cut surfaces in contact 
with the surfaces of the media. 

Although, as previously stated, the technic in handling this ma- 
terial was, we believed, above question, and although the scrapings 
from the surface of the material which were carried on agar pro- 
duced no growth, the cut surface of the specimen produced a mold- 
like growth, which began on the tissue itself and spread with diffi- 
eulty to the surrounding media, leaving no doubt in our minds 
that it grew from within the tissue and was present in it at the 
time it was removed from the patient. This mold, belonging to the 
genus Aspergillus, at first occurred as a white, slowly-extending 
carpet over the surface of the medium; later it assumed a dark 
green hue, and finally turned violet in color. After one or two 
generations it grew readily on all the ordinary laboratory agar media, 
including the more ordinary sugar agars. It grew rapidly at in- 
cubator temperature only, and did not grow at all below 56° Centi- 


Fig. 1—Photo of Juxta-Articular Nodule in Leper. 
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grade. The changes in appearance and color of the mold were 
identical with that of Aspergillus fumigatus, as was its behavior in 
regard to temperature, with the exception that, instead of changing 
from a dark green to a snuff color at the time of maturity, it turned 
to a dark violet, as mentioned above. We are unable to classify this 
mold, except as to its genera. It differs from Aspergillus fumi- 
gatus in apparently not being pathogenic to guinea-pigs, although 
the inoculated animals are still under observation. In this respect 
it resembles the fungus mentioned by Fontoynont and Carougeau, 
but, as we have not at hand their description of the cultural 
peculiarities of this microérganism, we are unable to say whether 
it is identical or not. 

Some of the tissue was placed in Orth’s fixing fluid, fixed, de- 
hydrated, cleared in the usual manner, and embedded in paraffin. 
These specimens were sectioned and stained by a number of methods 
and the histology of the tumor was examined. We found that a 
great mass of the tumor was composed of dense, fibro-connective 
tissue. The structure was not, as some have described in their 
cases, arranged concentrically, nor was there observed either a cen- 
tral or an outer zone of different make-up. There was no suspicion 
of caseation in any part of the specimen, but scattered here and 
there, in the most irregular manner, were numerous small arteries 
and veins, with their walls greatly thickened, and surrounding each 
of these small vessels there were irregularly-shaped areas, which 
showed round-cell infiltration, as well as the presence of large 
lymphoid cells and spindle cells in places where organization of 
the connective tissue had begun to take place. A few other large 
cells, suggestive of giant cells, were observed occurring in nests 
containing several of these large cells surrounded by fibrils of con- 
nective tissue. Neither acid-fast nor other bacteria were observed 
in the specimen, with the possible exception that in the inflamma- 
tory areas there were a few slender, branching fibers, which sug- 
gested some of the higher fungi; but on this point we could not be 
certain. No mold spores were seen in the tissue. 


CONCLUSIONS. 


In examining the literature on this subject there appears to be 
a condition met with in certain parts of the tropics in which fibro- 
mata-like nodules occur; these nodules have the gross appearance 
of molluscum fibrosum, but differ, clinically, in being confined to the 
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neighborhood of joints, in being few in number and sessile. The 
question is whether the descriptions refer to one or two entities— 
whether the histology, as described by one author, of three zones, 
including a central one showing caseation, and the histology de- 
scribed by another author of a fibroma-like mass with inflammatory 
foci around the blood vessels, is one and the same condition. If 
there are two such entities, it would appear that the case described 
by us is to be classed with the one described by Joyeau rather than 
Jeanselme’s type. On the other hand, we, like Fontoynont and 
Carougeau, have grown a fungus from our specimen under con- 
ditions that would seem to exclude the probability of its being an 
accidental contamination. It might be pointed out, as having some 
bearing on the subject, that, if our nodules are to be classed with 
those of certain authors, it will destroy the theory of Davie (who 
appears to believe that this condition is the “tertiary stage of 
yaws”’), because of the fact that yaws does not exist in the Hawaiian 
Islands. 
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ANTITYPHOID SEROTHERAPY: PREPARATION OF 
THE SERUM.* 
By A. RODET, Professeur de Microbiologie, Université de Montpellier. 


Translated for the New ORLEANS MEDICAL AND SuRGICAL JOURNAL 
by LopiLLta AmBRose, Ph. M., New Orleans. 


[83] Having taken up, jointly with Chantemesse, the problem 
of the serotherapy of typhoid fever, I have arrived, after much 
groping, at results which to-day seem to me worthy of occupying 
the attention of the Academy. 

“Rodet, A. Sérothérapie antityphoidique; préparation du sérum. Bull. Acad, de méd., 


Paris, 1916, 3. s., Ixxvi, 83-85. [The pages of the original article are given in square 
brackets. ] 
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The preparation of a serum which can be used as a remedy for 
typhoid fever is a delicate thing. An experimental study of long 
duration, pursued first by Lagriffoud, has convinced me that the 
serum of an immunized animal may be endowed with a high degree 
of specific properties with reference to the bacillus of Eberth, and 
still be without therapeutic value, or even injurious. And I have 
been led by degrees to group together a series of conditions—all 
indispensable to the result sought—for the preparation and main- 
tenance of the horses furnishing the serum. These are not simply 
[84] the choice of the immunizing substance and the avenue of 
introduction, which have a primary importance, but also various 
details constituting, so to speak, the dosage of immunization. 

The avenue of introduction adopted exclusively is that of intra- 
venous injection. 

As the immunizing substance, I reject the dead bacilli, and even 
living bacilli cultivated on a solid media. I use cultures in bouillon, 
made under conditions suited to insure a strong yield of dissolved 
toxin. These cultures can be injected complete (living bacilli in- 
cluded) ; by preference now, by a special procedure of filtration, I 
take from them the greatest part of the bacilli. That which is im- 
portant is the typhoid toxin present at the same time on (sur) the 
bacilli and diffused in the surrounding liquid. The bacilli are useful 
only as vectors of toxin—for me, identical with the dissolved toxin ; 
as a complex compound they are useless and harmful; badly toler- 
ated, they impede the immunization. My cultures, almost entirely 
reduced to soluble principles, are sufficiently toxic to kill the guinea- 
pig, on intravenous injection, in less than twenty-four hours with 
a dose of about 2 ¢. c. (for a subject of 400 grams). 

In a first phase of the preparation the horse receives in the veins 
doses increasing progressively. After a certain optimum, realized 
in four or five months with a relatively small quantity of immuniz- 
ing substance, there is a disadvantage in prolonging the impregna- 
tion of the subjects by ever-increasing quantities, or even by sus- 
tained strong doses. Many times, under these conditions, I have 
seen the tolerance of the animals give way, sometimes in a definitive 
manner, and always the maintained progression of the doses of 
bacilli has brought about, at a given moment, even in the absence of 
intolerance, a reduction in the value of the serum. There is the 
principal danger in the preparation of the antityphoid serum. I 
avoid this danger by the following technic: After each bleeding the 
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treatment is resumed with a reduced dose; the injections following 
are in increasing doses, in such manner that the last of the series 
of four to six injections may be at least equal to that of the pre- 
ceding series. It is by this method, and by this alone, that I have 
succeeded in ‘causing the production in a horse, in a prolonged 
fashion, of a serum of constant value, even with complete cultures ; 
the cultures almost entirely reduced to soluble products obtain this 
result more readily. The intervals between the injections ought to 
be (except for the first phase) relatively long (fourteen to sixteen 
days). The bleeding is done sixteen to seventeen days after the 
last injection. 

For the experimental contro] of the serum I forego the classic 
test by injection of the bacillus of Eberth into the peritoneal cavity 
of the guinea-pig as having no significance for the therapeutic value 
of the serum. [85] I have recourse to a test much more severe. 
The cultures (in bouillon, complete and living) are injected into 
the veins of the guinea-pig ; the animal dies in less than twenty-four 
hours by pure intoxication, without bacillar multiplication, and 
with lesions which are the same, whether with the bacilli alone, the 
«complete liquid cultures or the filtered cultures. The serum, in- 
jected preventively under the skin in the dose of 0c. c. 2 or 0c. ¢. 3, 
ought to protect against a dose notably superior to the minimal 
lethal dose injected into the veins. I proceed also by mixture ; mixed 
in the culture in the proportions of 4, Yo, the serum protects the 
animals against a more than lethal dose. 

This test betrays an antitoxic (in the large sense of the word) 
quality, which, considered in several samples of serum, is by no 
means proportional to the agglutinative quality, nor even to the 
anti-infectious quality. The value of the criterium which T have 
adopted is plainly a result of the near relation between the results 
furnished by this experimental test and the therapeutic effects on 
man. 

I have applied the same method to the preparation of an anti- 
paratyphoid serum. This new serum behaves the same in the ex- 
perimental test: it protects the guinea-pig against the toxic action 
of the paratyphgid bacilli A and B injected into the veins—a toxic 
action, moreover, identical with that of the typhoid bacillus. 
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ANTITYPHOID SEROTHERAPY: APPLICATION.* 


Ry A. RODET, Professeur de Microbiologie, Université de Montpellier. 
Translated for the New ORLEANS MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL 
by Lopitta AmBRoseE, Ph. M., New Orleans. 


[114] The serum which I prepare has been applied up to this 
time to the treatment of 400 patients in a series of hospital services. 
Among those who make the most use of it I will cite Rédmond and 
Etienne, who have announced their results to the Academy and to 
the Société médicale des Hépitaux. 

The influence of the serotherapy may be summarized in the fol- 
lowing formula: 

When the serum is administered soon enough (in the absence of 
established complications), in sufficient doses and at suitable inter- 
vals, in the great majority of cases it prevents the progress of the 
intoxication, attenuates the toxic disturbances already existing, 
initiates defervescence, and, finally, shortens the duration of the 
disease. 

In order to have its full effect, the serum ought to be given be- 
fore the eleventh day of the febrile period. Later the useful effects 
are far from being always ni/, but they are inconstant and generally 
less pronounced. 

The treatment ought to begin by a relatively strong dose—15 to 
to 20 ¢.¢. This dose may be repeated, but very often one may con- 
tent himself with decreasing doses (10, 5). As a rule, three injec- 
tions suffice, sometimes two; a fourth may be necessary. The in- 
terval between the injections which seems the most suitable is forty- 
eight hours. 

The influence of the serum on the thermic curve sometimes be- 
comes evident, beginning with the day following the first injection, 
oftener [115] after thirty-six or forty-eight hours; sometimes it is 
delayed until the second injection, more rarely until the third. It 
is the initial stage of the defervescence, which is then continued 
according to the different types. 

In quite a large proportion of cases, when the serum intervenes 
soon enough, the lowering of the temperature is rapid and regularly 
progressive in such manner as to attain apyrexia in six to eight 
days; this “aborted” type, to use the expression of Etienne, may be 
observed even after a very severe onset. In other cases the de- 


*Rodet, A. Sérothérapie antityphoidique; application. Bull Acad. de méd., Paris, 
1916, 3. s., Ixxvi, 114-116. [The pages of the original article are given in square brackets.] 
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fervescence lingers at an average thermic level inferior to that of 
the onset, and generally then with amplified diurnal oscillations. 
More rarerly, after a more or less marked lowering, the temperature 
curve rises, then continues at that level. This type (the type “a 
encoche” of Etienne) is seen specially in the cases of late treatment ; 
in its way it bears witness in favor of the serum, putting in evidence 
a temporary specific action. 

Paralleling the modifications of the thermic curve, the other 
symptoms improve, more particularly those which betray the toxic 
impregnation of the nervous system, the violent headache, the pros- 
tration, the cardiac asthenia. Very frequently this improvement 
precedes defervescence; sometimes the first effect of the serum is a 
relative well-being, beginning with the first hours after the first 
injection, and the following days one often observes a veritable 
euphoria (even though the temperature lags in lowering), and the 
disease progresses with a minimum of toxic disturbances. 

The recrudescence and the relapses (rechutes) are not rare. Far 
from constituting an argument against the serum, they plead rather 
in favor of a specific action, either incomplete or insufficiently pro- 
longed. The one and the other could without doubt be avoided or 
combatted, either by a better regulation of the dosage according to 
the case or by a repetition of the treatment. 

The happy influence of the serum is evidenced definitively by an 
abbreviation of the disease, at least when the treatment is under- 
taken early enough. The difference in results, according to the 
moment of application of the serum, gives clear evidence of its 
efficacy. For a continuous series of 241 patients who recovered, I 
have calculated on the one hand the average duration for the cases 
treated early (before the eleventh day), with late treatment. One 
hundred and sixty-seven patients treated early and 28 treated late 
have had a regular evolution and have given, as an average of 
duration in days, 23.7 for the first, 33 for the second, or a difference 
of 9.3 days. On including the cases with relapses or recrudescence, 
the respective figures of the two categories are 26 and 33.85. On 
adding, finally, some cases prolonged by various incidents, the aver- 
ages become 27.7 and 34.3. There is then always a very noteworthy 
difference of average duration in favor of the patients treated early. 

[116] In order that the serum may have its complete effect it is 
necessary that the typhoid infection should be free from every sec- 
ondary infection. The preéxistence of advanced tubercular lesions, 
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a simultaneous or secondary infection (streptococcus, staphylo- 
coccus, diphtheria bacillus, etc.) restricts its efficacy. I have reached 
the conviction that, in the cases where the serum seems to have no 
effect, mixed infections are to be suspected. 

The efficacy of the serum is emphasized by the specific character 
of its therapeutic action. It constitutes in a certain measure a 
touchstone of diagnosis. The specificity goes to the point of dis- 
tinguishing between the typhoid fevers properly called Eberthian 
and the paratyphoid infections. In these last, the serum is accord- 
ing to the cases of restricted or no efficacy. This is the reason why 
I have recently prepared an antiparatyphoid serum. 


THE PROPOSED LEAGUE OF NATIONS.* 
By DELVAILLE H. THEARD, Esq., New Orleans. 


In accepting your very kind invitation to address you on this 
occasion I considered that it would be proper to present, as much 
as lay within my power, some leading views on a subject which is 
not only in the highest degree timely, but truly international in 
concern and importance. 

Certainly, the greatest question which is presented to the civilized 
world to-day relates to the proposed League of Nations for the de- 
termination of international différences and the enforcement of 
peace between nations. In my judgment, such a league will be 
formed, and its organization and working basis will be definitely 
decided and settled upon at the Peace Conference about to be held 
at Versailles. 

I do not propose in this short paper to discuss the different views 
regarding the details of establishment and maintenance of such a 
league or of such a tribunal, but merely to emphasize the necessity 
and desirability of the plan and the soundness of it in principle. 

Practically all nations of any importance have participated in 
the recent struggle, and so, of necessity, all nations must take a 
part in and be permanently affected by the result. Similarly, the 
conflict has shaken the werld to its very depths, and the only 
adequate conclusion of this upheaval must be a result which will 
permanently reéstablish and guarantee that lasting peace which was 
the common object of all the Allies. Ss 
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My friends, unless we are willing to adopt the proposed league, 
and through the instrumentality of such a compact are willing to 
create a trbiunal of some sort to prevent wars by the final and con- 
clusive settlement and adjudication of international claims and 
disputes, how can we secure any real benefit from the termination 
of the recent struggle? 

We need something more permanent, something more lasting, 
something more concrete, than the indefinite promises and pledges 
which hitherto have bound nations together in international law. 
The only binding force which furnished a basis for mutual under- 
standing and agreement between nations in the past was a moral 
force, the binding sanction of the given word, the good faith of the 
parties. In international law there has been until very recently no 
theory of compulsion to force nations to abide by their covenants 
and to observe their mutual promises. Further, nations have en- 
tered into alliances which were dictated by their selfish purposes, 
their desire for joint power—their desired protection against a 
common foe—their wish for territorial aggrandizement. In the 
past, international unions have been fostered by a keen diplomacy, 
have existed because of the selfish interest of the parties con- 
eerned—and have lasted only as long as they were agreeable to those 
parties and served their respective selfish interests. 

The first point which I would make to-night, therefore, is that 
national agreements and treaties, when organized loosely as in the 
past, have never been a permanent success and have never been last- 
ing. The compacts binding together a few nations have been broken, 
the treaties have been disregarded, their promises have been for- 
gotten, whenever such action was expedient or desirable for any 
purpose. 

Do not think that I speak too harshly or that I exaggerate. We 
have only recently witnessed the greatest disregard of treaty obliga- 
tions and the perpetration of the greatest wrong and crime in the 
history of international law. But the German offense against 
civilization itself was, unfortunately, not a single or solitary event 
in the world’s history. It was, on the other hand, only the cul- 
minating event in a long series of international disturbances and 
disasters. History is marred, almost on every page, by wars of con- 
quest and filled with disturbing events based on unworthy and un- 
just mgtives—generally motives of the most reprehensible, selfish 
interest. 
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Therefore, may we not say, looking at history itself, that the ex- 
isting order of things international has been a failure; that no ap- 
preciable amount of good, and certainly no permanent peace, has 
resulted from that existing order, and that there is need, or at least 
some justifying excuse, in the present attempt to find some sub- 
stitute or some binding plan and scheme to hold the nations to- 
gether and in check, and in that manner to promote their respective 
interests, purposes and development, and at the same time to further 
and promote their common purposes, needs and safety ? 

This is the purpose of the proposed League of Nations, now so 
effectively championed by President Wilson. 

Can we admit that the sacrifices all over the world during the 
last four years have been made in vain? Are we willing to say that 
nothing permanent for peace and concord in the world shall result 
from a cataclysm which certainly has proved to us, on the one hand, 
the danger of permitting an irresponsible power to grow unchecked, 
and, on the other hand, the benefit to be derived from concerted 
international action towards peace and for freedom? Certainly, 
we must be in favor of the adoption of that plan which will most 
probably insure a lasting, permanent peace, as the only adequate 
compensation for the cost and trials of the recent war. 

Former President Taft, who as President of the League to En- 
force Peace, has worked unceasingly and brilliantly for the organiza- 
tion of a League of Nations, has pungently stated the present 
problem and his suggestion for its solution: 

‘*After you have this treaty of peace, you can’t interpret it unless 
you have a court to do it with. You can’t establish all these govern- 
ments and keep them going and get along without it, and stay in harmony, 
unless you have a congress of powers which can make new international 
definitions, almost a complete codification of international law. 

‘*This Treaty of Paris is going to be worth nothing but the paper it 
is written on unless you have a league to enforce peace upon one-half of 
the world. Having done that, it is easy to take the final step by agreeing 
among yourselves to abide by what you have imposed on others. 

‘*Gentlemen, the Lord has delivered the foes of a League of Nations 


into our hands. You can’t escape it. Unless you have such a league your 
war is a failure, your treaty is a failure, and your peace is a failure.’’ 


For the formation of such a league, the beginnings are already to 
be found in the Inter-Allied Missions organized for carrying on the 
war. In the prospectus recently put forth by the new League of 
Free Nations’ Association in this country reference is made to these 
Inter-Allied Missions as furnishing in some respects the working 
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model and practical basis for the organization of a League of 
Nations. 


‘*The administrative machinery of a workable internationalism al- 
ready exists in rudimentary form. The international bodies that have 
already been established by the Allied belligerents—who now number 
over a score—to deal with their combined military resources, shipping and 
transport, food, raw materials and finance, have been accorded immense 
powers. Many of these activities, particularly those relating to the imter- 
national control of raw material and shipping, will have to be continued 
during the very considerable period of demobilization and reconstruction 
which will follow the war. The problems of demobilization and civil re- 
employment particularly will demand the efficient representation of labor 
and liberal elements of the various States. With international com- 
missions and exercising the same control over the economic resources of 
the world, an international government with powerful sanction will in 
fret exist.’’ 


Viscount Grey also advocates the Inter-Allied Missions as bases 
for the formation and operation of a League of Nations, and General 
Smuts, a member of the British War Board, speaking to the same 
effect, says: 

‘*We must feel that in the call to common humanity there are other 
purposes besides the prevention of war for which a League of Nations is 
a sheer, practical necessity. One of the first steps must be to create an 
organization against hunger, and ration all the countries where disaster 
threatens. The existing allied machinery, which is the nucleus of a League 
of Nations, probably will undertake this task. In the period of recon- 
struction after the war all countries, allied, neutral and enemy, will have 
to be rationed for certain raw materials. Here again international ma- 
ehinery is necessary. We are thus making straight for a League of 
Nations charged with the performance of these international functions.’’ 


My friends, the world to-day is ripe for a League of Nations. 

Never before has the attention of civilization been so fully directed 
to the wrongs caused by the wanton disregard of so-called treaty 
obligations. The German crime will always be a menace unless the 
world readjusts the social and international order which made such 
a crime possible. Therefore, it is particularly in the horror of recent 
events and in the disaster of the last four years that we find the 
quickened international spirit fer justice and order from which has 
sprung the desire and the hope for the League of Nations. It is in 
those glorious impulses and ideals which have sprung from the late 
war that we find the most potent incentive for a nations’ league. 

There is to-day in the souls of men the burning desire for freedom 
and democracy, and as never before men desire that this new order 
shall extend over the whole world and that all mankind shall be 
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governed and protected in accordance with these beneficent prin- 
ciples. Everywhere we find to-day an insistent demand for the pro- 
tection and the uplift of the weak and the oppressed; the doctrine 
of the mailed fist no longer exists; German kulture is a term of 
derision and hate ; the present era is one of international benevolence 
and international relations depending upon the brotherhood of man. 

The war has served the mighty and glorious purpose of bringing 
men together and of bringing nations together, and to-day men are 
more ready and more anxious to make those sacrifices and those 
concessions which must accompany every kind of union and every 
kind of contract. 

Of course, there is opposition, in every country, to the formation 
of a League of Nations. That opposition is largely political, al- 
though it springs certainly also in many cases from a sincere belief 
that human nature even now is not sufficiently mellowed and suf- 
ficiently softened for the confection of a binding international com- 
pact and the establishment of a new international order. I fully 
consider the inherent difficulties of the problem and the limitations 
of human character, but I conceive that never before have nations 
been so bound together by noble sentiments, unselfish interest and 
exalted aims. And [ therefore submit that, since we have at hand 
this great basis for a beginning of relations and for a common under- 
standing, it is proper at this time to promote a league which will 
bind the nations together and obtain for the world, in a concrete 
and effective form, those ideals of international justice and of 
human freedom for which the Allies fought. 

Nor, indeed, should the execution of the plan be attacked because 
of practical difficulties, because of the vastness of the project or its 
newness as an international working scheme and plan. In this day 
and time we must not allow such considerations to prevent the adop- 
tion of an idea, which is inherently worth-while, which is presented 
for adoption under circumstances peculiarly favorable, and which, if 
put to execution, must be of lasting benefit to all peoples. 

Nor should we be intimidated or perplexed by the differences— 
quite slight in themselves—which necessarily must arise between 
the respective leaders regarding the details of even the substantial 
points of the plan proposed. The greatness of the proposal, the 
sound and careful consideration and study which it will receive, and 
indeed which it is undergoing and has been undergoing for some 
time already, must lead to a result which, though varying in detail, 
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will certainly maintain and perpetuate the desirable ends of a per- 
manent and lasting peace, depending on a binding agreement and 
enforceable union between nations. Certainly, slight reflection will 
convince us that the statesmen to whom is entrusted the realization 
of this great program for the future peace of nations and the well- 
being of the peoples of the earth will have as their paramount aim 
the perfection of some plan to bring about permanent peace and to 
destroy absolutely the bane of militarism. And, for the complete 
realization of such a purpose, a League of Nations is required and, 
in my judgment, a League of Nations will and should be formed. 

From many in America comes particularly the objection, based 
on our so-called national traditions, that we must avoid all en- 
tangling alliances. But, my friends, is this really our policy, and, 
if it is, have we not ourselves found and justified the shining ex- 
ceptions which in our case prove the general rule? I may grant to 
you that Americans have maintained the integrity of their con- 
tinent and have remained absolutely free from all alliances looking 
to selfish purposes, especially to any increase of territory or the de- 
sire to make common cause with some friendly power against some 
unfriendly and less powerful nation. But there is no such scheme 
in the league which we support, and, on the contrary, the League of 
Nations is consonant with American principles and the ideals of 
our Republic. When the peace of the world was imperiled we did 
not allow our theories against entangling alliances or our theories 
of aloofness to prevent us from doing our duty and from interfer- 
ing. When the freedom of the seas was imperiled we did not hesi- 
tate to protect ourselves and to take a positive and an aggressive 
stand. When oppressed peoples needed protection we did our share, 
whether in Belgium or in Cuba, and perhaps the sole criticism—and 
that a grave one—was that we did not act soon enough. So, our 
theories and precepts of territorial and international aloofness and 
independence have never prevented us from participating in inter- 
national issues of freedom and right, which concerned us because 
they concerned the well-being of all other peoples, So this league, 
this glorious ideal for a permanent peace and this grand union of 
fellowship and codperation of nations, concerns us because it con- 
cerns the whole world, and particularly because its aims and pur- 
poses, in freedom, in right and in justice, and for a permanent peace, 
are precisely the purposes and ideals of our Republic and the very 
reasons which justified our participation in the war. 
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REPORT OF PRESIDENT OF ORLEANS PARISH MEDICAL 
SOCIETY FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER, 1918.* 


PAUL J. GELPI, M. D., New Orleans. 


The warring bugle is now silent; the battle-cry is hushed; the 
scenes of carnage have vanished, and at last the dove of peace has 
alighted on the standards of the nations of the globe. Brutal force 
has been overwhelmed, tyranny crushed and democracy rules 
supreme. But, with the blessings of liberty glorified, comes the 
stern realization of what the war has cost ; and to-day the whole world 
is taking an inventory of the weary years of war. Never has the 
universe been so convulsed; never has civilization or organized 
effort been so sorely tried; never before has every field of human 
endeavor been put to such a severe test as during the past years 
of horror and sacrifice. But the victory is won, and the American 
eagle, with widespread wings, is soaring to the utmost heights of 
freedom, bearing the message of democracy to the peoples of the 
world; and America, strongly armed with justice, overflowing with 
boundless generosity, unconquerable in her might and strength, and 
effulgent with her halo of liberty, stands the brightest among the 
gems of the crown of nations. 

The Orleans Parish Medical Society did not escape the baneful 
influence of the times, and its normal activities were seriously in- 
terfered with. But if, from a scientific and organization stand- 
point, the year has not been so fruitful, yet it had the unusual 
opportunity of expressing its loyalty and lending its assistance in 
the greatest work ever undertaken for the cause of humanity. 

Although not directly engaged in war activities, the Society lost 
no opportunity to assist and promote all patriotic movements. All 
Liberty Loan, Red Cross and War Savings drives were endorsed and 
the membership was urged to help and contribute generously. 

Resolutions were passed endorsing the Owen Bill and the efforts 
of the Elks to erect a reconstruction hospital in New Orleans. 

By special resolution, the services of the Society were offered to 
the Draft Boards. 

The Volunteer Medical Corps was endorsed and full codperation 
promised for the organization of the Louisiana Base Hospital ten- 
dered to France to commemorate the Centennial of New Orleans. 

An appeal by resolution was made to the Secretary of War to 
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expedite the mustering out of our medical men. Due acknowledg- 
ment of this was made by the War Department, with the assurance 
that the matter would receive early consideration. But the greatest 
of all our contributions to the war was the quota furnished for 
active military service. Ninety-six of our members, or over one- 
quarter of our total membership, were enrolled in the medical service 
of the army. 

Owing to the influenza epidemic and other unavoidable causes, 
our meetings were fewer. Eighteen regular meetings were held. 
Although much difficulty was experienced in procuring papers for 
our programs, some work of exceptional merit was presented to the 
Society. Deserving of special mention are the Symposia of Crim- 
inal Abortion and of Gall-Bladder Diseases. There was only one 
special meeting devoted to consideration of the Volunteer Medical 
Corps. For the first time in the history of the Society, a clinical 
meeting was held in Touro Infirmary. 

A word as to our financial condition. Conditions did not permit 
the retiring of bonds, but our finances show a healthy balance, 
practically equal to that of last year. This is especially gratifying, 
in view of the large number of our members in military service, 
whose dues were remitted. This was offset in a great measure by 
the Absent Members’ Fund. We take this opportunity of thanking 
those who so generously responded to the appeal. It is a source of 
pride to know that over two-thirds of our members contributed to 
this fund. 

We wish to extend to your Board of Directors our sincere thanks 
for the diligence, interest and energy which they displayed in the 
exercise of their function. Of the many questions submitted for 
their consideration, we will only mention the more important ones. 

The adjustment of our bond issue was perfected and all paid-up 
coupons were cancelled. 

The Louisiana State Medical Society was requested to suspend 
the dues of absent members. 

The Dental Society was invited to hold its session in our assembly 
hall. 

In recognition of valuable legal services rendered gratuitously, 
the firm of Dart, Kernan & Dart was selected as legal advisers of 
the Society. 

Most important of all was the consolidation of the offices of the 
Louisiana State Medical Society, Louisiana State Board of Medical 
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ixaminers and the Orleans Parish Medical Society. The object of 
this arrangement was centralization, efficiency and economy. We 
are pleased to state that the plan has worked admirably well and all 
aims fully realized. 

The Society was called upon on several occasions to express its 
views on matters of public interest. Chief among these was the 
question of the lengthening of school hours, and the Society availed 
itself, for the first time, of the new form of voting on questions of 
public policy. This vote was overwhelmingly against the proposition. 
We feel that this was a step in the right direction. Both as repre- 
sentatives of the medical profession and as public-spirited citizens 
it is our duty to express ourselves on medical and health matters 
of public interest when called upon to do so, and there is no doubt 
in my mind that, as a body, we should be a great power for public 
good if we would lend our efforts when occasion arises. 

Our library possesses many valuable volumes, but has not been 
sufficiently provided for in recent years. We would recommend that 
some means be devised to replenish it and bring it up to date. 

At the last session of the Legislature several measures of a 
medical character were introduced. The bills’ that interested us 
more particularly were those dealing with the physicians’ license 
tax exemption, physicians’ yearly registration, and chiropractice: 
The passage of the first was dependent on the success of an admin- 
istration revenue measure, in which was incorporated the revocation 
of all vocational license taxes. Unfortunately, this bill was defeated, 
and, having assured ourselves that a separate bill could not be 
passed, the question was deferred to some future time. The second 
measure was given support, because the very existence of the Board 
of Medical Examiners was threatened. The expenses of this board 
are not provided for by State appropriation, but are derived en- 
tirely from examination fees. In the past few years, because of the 
higher requirements of medical education, the number of applicants 
have steadily decreased and the revenue has shrunk in proportion. 
Therefore, if we want protection against illicit practitioners and 
charlatans, it behooves us to give this our full codperation and con- 
form with its provisions. 

It is with pleasure that we report the defeat of the Chiropractic 
Bill. 

The toll paid the Grim Reaper during the past year has been the 
heaviest in our history. It is with deep regret and great sorrow 
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that we record the deaths of our confréres and friends, Drs. 
BricKELL, DEMAny, De RoALDEs, GAUDET, GROETSCH, LAURANS, 
Sam Locan, Notre, Herman OrcusNer and Ricwarps. They 
were all men of true merit and attractive personality, and some had 
attained great distinction. Their demise is a loss not only to the 
medical profession, but also to the community at large. 

The recent visitation of influenza, both on account of its severity 
and its widespread prevalence, taxed the medical profession to the 
limit. As the demand for medical aid could not be met, we appealed 
to the specialists of the Society and established an Emergency 
Bureau, in the care of our assistant secretary and assistant librarian. 
We wish to commend the readiness and zeal displayed by those who 
voluntarily relinquished their special practice during the height of 
the epidemic. We are glad to state that the bureau rendered efficient 
service and contributed in no small measure in providing assistance 
for those who could not otherwise secure it. 

Notwithstanding the unusual conditions prevailing, our member- 
ship numbers 349—a gain of four members over the previous year. 
We have also on our rolls seventeen associate members, making a 
grand total of 366. 

It has been suggested that a demonstration should be held in 
honor of our men when they return home. The idea is an excellent 
one, but cannot be carried out for a long time to come. We believe 
that some permanent mark of recognition should be given to their 
patriotism, loyalty and sacrifice. We have a large panel in our as- 
sembly hall which is absoultely bare. It offers a fitting place for 
a tablet with the names of all those in active military service. We 
earnestly recommend this for your favorable consideration. 

We wish to report that a loving cup has been offered for the best 
scientific paper read during the coming year. The selection of the 
winner is to be made by the Scientific Essay Committee. This 
should stimulate keen competition among the members and insure 
most interesting and constructive scientific sessions. 

We cannot close without expressing our appreciation of the ex- 
cellent work of our clerical force. Our task was much facilitated 
by their close attention and application. 

The dawn of a new era is upon us. The world is about to be 
rejuvenated in the spirit of democracy. The wheels of progress are 
about to resume their motion and give a fresh impetus to all human 
activities. The Orleans Parish Medical Society must have its share 
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in the advancement that is sure to follow. With its men returning 
from the front flushed with victory, imbued with the spirit of co- 
operation, brimful with the knowledge of new diseases brought on 
by novel modes of warfare and armed with new healing methods 
taught by actual experience, new life should be injected into its pro- 
ceedings, and we prophecy for it one of the most successful years 
in its history. 


ADDRESS OF INCOMING PRESIDENT OF ORLEANS 
PARISH MEDICAL SOCIETY.* 


H. E. BERNADAS, M. D., New Orleans. 


Mr. President, Honored Guests, Fellow Members: 

In 1878 a group of medical men, pioneers, idealists—yes, even 
practical men—organized a child which to-day is your parent—the 
Orleans Parish Medical Society. 

They were pioneers, because, with the spirit of the pioneer, they 
delved into an unknown realm, the realm of medical organization. 

They were idealists, because they foresaw, for the future, medical 
men gathering together in concourse, both social and scientific. 

I said they were practical men. They were practical men, because 
they organized permanently—the evidence of the permanence is 
before your. Forty-one years of association of medical men has put 
before you the finished product of to-day—the Orleans Parish 
Medical Society. 

The spirit of the pioneer did not die with the organizers of the 
Orleans Parish Medical Society, because that spirit courses to-day 
through the veins of every one of you—not only the spirit of the 
pioneer, but the spirit of self-sacrifice, which eventuated in our 
permanence. But that this may not seem mere praise, I will recall 
to your mind the promptness with which you came forth when this 
organization stood in the twilight of “No-Man’s Land,” between 
solvency and sanctuary on one side and insolvency and the loss of a 
home on the other. You went deep into your purses and gave of 
your own that the Society might live and retain its home. That is 
not only pioneer spirit, but it is the spirit which lends permanence. 
Not only are you pioneers, but you are loyal men. When a fellow- 


member ‘was in distress you organized a “Relief Fund” that the 


*Read at the Annual Meeting of the Orleans Parish Medical Society, January 13, 1919. 
[Received for publication February 11, 1919.—Eps.] 


| 
| 
| 
| 


= 


404 Original Articles, 


wants of a fellow-member might not be felt by him or seen by the 
public at large. That is an evidence of your wholeheartedness. 

Your loyalty as a group is emphasized by the loyalty in the in- 
dividual ; one of our members proves this when he offers a loving 
cup for the best paper delivered during the coming year. His pur- 
pose is apparent to every one. A man who thinks so highly of his 
Society that he is willing to go into his purse to make the standard 
of papers the highest possible is certainly a criterion whom we 
should emulate. Let us back up his efforts; let us have a plethora 
of papers and a rousing and enthusiastic attendance at each meet- 
ing. This man is the right kind of a member; let us attempt to be 
like him. 

SacriFIces, INFLUENZA, War.—During the past vear you have 
been called upon to make many sacrifices, due to untold labor far 
beyond that expected of medical men ordinarily. 

The cause of this has been, first, the prodigious amount of work 
brought on by the epidemic; second, the great draft from our roll 
called by government needs; and, third, I might add, death has 
taken its toll from our members. 

When death, like an artist strumming his harp, lets his fingers 
wander, and mutes here and there a cord, making discord where 
harmony reigned before, he takes toll not only from our member- 
ship, but from the inspiring incentive engendered by the presence of 
that member—the melody subdued. 

Some of our best men have sacrificed their lives in the struggle 
for the betterment of mankind, either in the service of the govern- 
ment, to help subdue that hydra-headed monstrosity, kultur, that 
peace and liberty might reign on earth, or fighting a foe more in- 
sidious, and possibly as disastrous—the epidemic influenza. That 
more of our members did not succumb to the latter, to my mind, 
was due to good fortune, because every one of you have devoted your 
waking and sleeping hours to subduing this disastrous disease and 
have willingly exposed yourselves that others might be saved. Your 
immunity was not the result of caution, but persisted in the face 
of exposure brought on by your valor. 

SpeciaL Meetine.—A group of men from the Orleans Parish 
Medical Society have ordered me to call a special meeting as soon 
as possible to discuss the influenza condition and to ascertain ways 
and means of combating the present impending epidemic. I believe 
the move is a good one, and I admire the wisdom of the men who 
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are calling this meeting. It is about time that medical men should 
have a say in the control of disease and epidemic in New Orleans. 
When the October epidemic was at its height and it was deemed 
necessary to call a conference to ascertain what would be the best 
method of combating it a conference was called, but, strange to say, 
the Orleans Parish Medical Society was not asked to attend. 
Gentlemen, it seems a far cry in our days of advancement and 
civilization that medical men are not called in conference to con- 
trol disease, and my idea is that these men are correct, and they are 
right when they decide that, if they are not called in conference, 
they nevertheless should be heard, as disease can be controlled and 
should be controlled by medical men. We should establish such a 
precedent that, at any time in the future should such a condition 
present itself again, the medical men would be the first men called, 
and not the first men omitted. 
Part of this condition may be attributable to the fact that w 
have not been aggressive enough. We are a public institution; we 
are not only an institution, but we are public-spirited. But our 
organizhtion is like the doctor—timid and hesitant. He knows he 
has ability, but is always reluctant to thrust it forward where it is 
not asked ; whereas, as a public-spirited citizen, he should not only 
offer it, but should see that his suggestions are carried out. 
Therefore, I beg you, men, to stand shoulder to shoulder in as 
large a mass as you can gather at this special meeting and make 
yourselves heard. If you believe these men are right, side with 
them with all your might and all the force of which I know you are 
capable. If you believe they are wrong, attend in equally great 
numbers, so that the standard of this institution may be established 
once for all. Either we are a public institution or we are not. If 
we are, then, gentlemen, let everybody know it. If we are to have 
any weight in this community we must act as a body, because mass, 
when started, acquires momentum, and momentum we need now. 
Remember that I am only your President. The institution is 
yours—it will be what you make it; and again I say, risking the 
fear of fatiguing you, that something must be done. I am with you, 
for you, to do whatever you decide to do, but, when you do it, do it 
boldly and in large numbers. : 
Conciuston.—You have conferred an honor upon me. The honor 
is received with gratitude and with the feeling of humility and re- 
sponsibility; because, in assuming this honor, I am assuming also 
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the task of following in the footsteps of very worthy men. I have 
seen first one and then another relinquish his responsibilities with- 
out a mar in the progressive life of this institution, and it is with 
trepidation that I gaze upon the enormity of the task. These men 
were able men, they were genial men; their ability and geniality 
were never more manifest than when the hour was darkest and 
chaos seemed most immediately impending. How skillfully they 
steered the bark of this Association between Scylla and Charybdis 
has always been a source of wonder to me, and the wonder now 
seems greater when the same steering devolves upon me. 

Therefore, before closing this address, I want to again pay tribute 
to my predecessors and place before them my sincere homage and 
respect, as they are most undoubtedly deserved, and I am sure that 
every member present joins me in extending them the thanks of 
this organization and congratulations on their most felicitous career. 


LOUISIANA STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY NOTES 


Next MEETING AT SHREVEPORT, APRIL 8, 9, 10, 1919. 


Dues are past due. Pay now, through your Parish Secretary or 
direct to Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. E. W. Mahler, 141 Elk Place, 
New Orleans, if parish is not organized, so as to be in good stand- 
ing. Make your arrangements now so that you will attend the 
meeting at Shreveport, April 8-10, 1919, where you will meet your 
friends and confréres, who will relate their professional and per- 
sonal experiences of the past year, which has been an unusual one 
for the entire medical profession. Many new things have been 
proven in the field and camp hospitals along the lines of treatment 
and prevention of disease. You should be interested, as your future 
practice depends on keeping abreast of the times. 

Your officers and the Shreveport Medical Society are looking for- 
ward to the largest meeting ever held, notwithstanding that many 
members are still “in service.” 

The President, Dr. W. H. Knolle, has appointed the ne 
Chairmen of Sections of the Scientific Program: 


> 


Louisiana State Medical Society Notes. 407 


, ‘War Subjects’’ (Chairman to be announced later). 


Dr. Frank Chalaron, New Orleans, ‘‘Genito-Urinary, Rectal and Skin 
Diseases. ’’ 


Dr. Allan C. Eustis, New Orleans, ‘‘ Medicine and Therapeutics. ’’ 

Dr. Oscar Dowling, Louisiana State Board of Health, New Orleans, 
‘‘Health and Sanitation, Bacteriology and Pathology.’’ 

Dr. R. W. O’Donnell, Monroe, La., ‘‘ Diseases of Children.’’ 

Dr. R. M. Penick, Shreveport, La., ‘‘Surgery.’’ 

Dr. T. H. Watkins, Lake Charles, La., ‘‘Gynecology.’’ 

Dr. C. A. Weiss, Baton Rouge, La., ‘‘ Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat.’’ 

Communicate with the above chairmen at once if you wish to take 
part in the scientific program, as the number of papers are limited. 
All members are urged to present papers on subjects of interest and 
to discuss freely the papers read. 

The chief topics during the past year relate to the war. Dr. P. T. 
Talbot, Secretary-Treasurer, left with Hospital Unit No. 102 for 
Italy. The Executive Committee of the Society elected Dr. E. W. 
Mahler, Secretary-Treasurer. The committee also granted the 
President, Dr. W. H. Knolle, power to expend moneys to aid the 
government in any manner the organization could. A War Com- 
mittee, composed of the Councillors of the Society and the Secretary- 
Treasurer, was appointed by the President. This committee de- 
sires to supply and receive any information relative to the medical 
profession of the State and the war. Their chief function was to 
assist the government by facilitating enlistments of the necessary 
physicians. 

At the last session of the Legislature the medical law was 
amended in many ways, one of the new provisions requiring annual 
registration with the State Board of Medical Examiners before 
January 1. This will give an accurate list of physicians and their 
location and facilitate the enforcement of the law by providing 
revenues. The published list will be sent to every physician and 
other interested parties, and will be the official list of the State, as 
only those registered will be legally qualified to practice in this 
State. 

A bill was introduced in the State Legislature by Senator A. 
Provosty, and championed by Mr. Amos Ponder, granting a board 
to a new medical cult known as chiropractors. This bill required 
no educational standards, and graduates of their correspondence 
schools and any uneducated individual was allowed one year to 
qualify for licensure to diagnose and treat human ailments without 
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the supposed examination called for in the bill.- After passing the 
Senate, the bill was killed in the House. It is necessary for every 
Jicensed practitioner and every thinking citizen to inform his Repre- 
senative and Senator before they leave for Baton Rouge that such 
legislation is dangerous to the public health and welfare, and for 
this reason alone the medical profession is opposed to the legaliza- 
tion of any individual who asserts that all diseased or disordered 
function is due to subluxation of the spinal vertebre and that the 
only treatment necessary (prophylactic or curative) is to reduce 
this supposed subluxation. 

A bill creating a board to license optometrists was enacted, with 
the proviso that they shall not practice medicine or possess any drug, 
eye-lotion, salve, ete., in their establishment, which will be a cause 
for revocation of license and subject them to prosecution for 
violating the medical law. They are limited strictly to mechanical 
appliances. 

Come to Shreveport April 8-10, 1919, for the annual meeting and 
mingle with your fellows. It will give you a broader vision, pro- 
fessionally and otherwise. 


PARISH SOCIETY NOTES. 


Tue St. Tammany ParisH Mepicat Socrety, at its regular 
meeting, held February 12, 1919, elected the following officers for 
the year 1919: Dr. R. B. Paine, Mandeville, president; Dr. N. M. 
Hebert, Covington, vice-president; Dr. A. G. Maylie, Mandeville, 
secretary-treasurer; Dr. A..G. Maylie, Mandeville, delegate to the 
State Medical Society; Dr. H. D. Bulloch, Covington, alternate. 
The Society adopted a strong and unanimous protest against the 
collection of the $2 registration fee by the Louisiana State Board 
of Medical Examiners, declaring same to be unfair, unjust and pre- 
posterous, and instructed the delegate to bring the matter to the 
attention to the Louisiana State Medical Society at its next meeting. 

It is with pardonable pride that I report the Society im a flourish- 
ing condition, numerically, financially, socially and scientifically 
(meaning keeping abreast of progressive medicine). With best 
wishes for the JourNAL and expressions of personal esteem for its 
editors. Respectfully, A. G. Mayurg, M. D., 

Secretary-Treasurer, St. Tammany Parish Medical Society, 
Covington, La. 
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NEWS AND COMMENT 


CoNGREss OF MepicaL EpvucaTIon AND LicENsurRE.—The an- 
nual Congress on Medical Education and Licensure, participated 
in by the Council on Medical Education of the American Medical 
Association, the Federation of State Medical Boards of the United 
States and the Association of American Medical Colleges, will be 
held at the LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, March 3 and 4, 1919. 


EXAMINATIONS FOR MeEpicaL AND DentaL InTERNs.—The 
United States Civil Service Commission announces open competi- 
tive examinations for medical and dental interns, on March 12, 
April 9, and May 7, 1919, to fill vacancies in St. Elizabeth’s Hos- 
pital, Washington, D. C. The examination for the medical intern 
is open to men only, and for the dental intern to men and women. 
The salaries are $900 a year for the former and $600 for the latter, 
with maintenance for both. The examinations will take place in 
the various cities throughout the United States. For further in- 
formation apply for form 1312, stating the title of the examination 
desired, to the Civil Service Commission, Washington, D. C. 


.NationaL HeattH TocrnamMent.—On February 9, 1919, a 
“National Tournament in Health Knighthood,’ conducted for the 
school children of America, was begun. The tournament is to cover 
fifteen consecutive weeks of the school year among classes of un- 
graded schools, and the contest will be for credits on a “Record of 
Health Chores” according to the rules and conditions established, 
information concerning which may be had from the State anti- 
tuberculosis associations or health associations of each State. 


New PUBLICATIONS ON Cancer.—A special committee appointed 
by the Board of Directors of the American Control of Cancer has 
recently issued a new pamphlet on cancer for distribution to the 
medical profession. The pamphlet is issued in codperation with the 
American Medical Association. A new edition of the American Red 
Cross textbook on “Home Hygiene and Care of the Sick” has been 
issued, which contains a chapter dealing with cancer, enumerating 
early signs of cancer and precursors of cancer, together with a warn- 
ing to have such conditions given early and competent attention. 


TuBERCULOSIS FoLLowING INFLUENzA.—The United States 
Public Health Service is sending out a warning to the public 
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against tuberculosis following influenza. Spain and England have 
reported an increase in tuberculosis after the influenza epidemic 
over there. 


AMERICAN ProcroLoeic Socrery.—In order to avoid interfer- 
ence with the meetings of the American Medical Association, the 
American Proctologice Society has decided to hold its twentieth an- 
nual meeting on June 7 and 9, instead of the 9th and 10th, as 
originally announced, at Hotel Chalfonte, Atlantic City. N. J. 


NatioNaL TusBercuLosts Assocrtation.—The fifteenth annual 
meeting of this asseciation will be held in Atlantie City, N. J., on 
June 12, 13 and 14, under the presidency of Dr. David R. Lyman, 
of Wallingford, Conn. 


PsYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINATION FOR COLLEGE ENTRANCE.—A new 
system of entrance examination, which is intended to determine the 
mental capacity of the respective student rather than his scholastic 
training, has been decided upon by the faculty of Columbia Col- 
lege. The applicants’ fitness is to be determined upon by their 
school record, their character, their health record and their mental 
capacity as determined by a series of psychological tests similar to 
those applied to applicants for admission to the Students’ Army 
Training Corps. In this way it is hoped to exclude students who 
are mentally unfit. 


Coneress WiLL Prope HosprraL CHarces.—Statements by 
soldiers, alleging brutal and inhuman treatment at various hos- 
pitals of the country, have recently been given considerable news- 
paper publicity and are to be the subject of investigation by Con- 
gress. A committee of seven members of the House, with powers 
of court to compel attendance of witnesses and the production of 
papers, has been proposed as the only means of getting at the truth 
or falsity of the charges. A resolution providing for such an in- 
vestigation was introduced into the House and referred to the Rules 
Committee. 


Hospiran OrrereD To CoLUMBIA UNIVERSITY.— 
The New York Polyclinic Hospital, by unanimous vote, has offered 
to transfer the property of that institution to Columbia University, 
with the provision that it be maintained and perpetuated for the 
public service and for advanced research in medicine and surgery. 
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Resolutions have been adopted by Columbia University receiving 
with grateful appreciation the proposal and appointing a subcom- 
mittee to arrange the detailed terms and conditions of accepting 
the proposed gift. The university will not be able to use the hos- 
pital for some time to come, as it is now in possession of the govern- 
ment and is conducted as a military hospital. 


AMERICAN CoNnGREsS OF INTERNAL Mepicine.—At the annual 
meeting of the American Congress of Internal Medicine, held in 
New York, December 30, the following officers were selected to 
serve for the ensuing year: President, Dr. Glentworth R. Butler, 
Brooklyn; first vice-president, Dr. Frederick Tice, Chicago ; second 
vice-president, Dr. Clement R. Jones, Pittsburg; treasurer, Dr. 
Augustus Caille, New Orleans; secretary-general, Dr. Frank 
Smithies, Chicago; associate secretary-general, Dr. Joseph H. 
Byrne, New York. 


Loss or Nurses THrovuGH INrLuENzA.—According to figures 
made public by the Red Cross headquarters at Washington, more 
than 200 American Red Cross nurses have died of influenza con- 
tracted while ministering to soldiers stricken with the disease. It 
is also reported that there are returning to America many New 
York Red Crsos nurses who have contracted tuberculosis at the front 
and whose condition demands immediate treatment. 


PNEUMONIA IN THE UNITED StatTeEs.—The Public Health Service 
in Washington reports from the health authorities of forty-six of 
the largest cities of the United States a total of 49,265 deaths from 
pneumonia occurred in these cities from September 14, 1918, to 
January 25, 1919. Of this number, 6,865 occurred during the 
month of January and 6,579 during December. The total deaths 
from pneumonia in New York City during this period numbered 
13,795; 1,342 during December and 2,193 during January. 


Personats.—Dr. William H. Welch, Baltimore, was elected a 
member of the National Board of Medical Examiners at its last 
meeting, to succeed Dr. Henry Sewell, of Denver, resigned. 

Dr. C. S. Holbrook, for the last five years connected with the 
East Louisiana Hospital for the Insane at Jackson, will remove to 
New Orleans in March to engage in practice limited to mental and 
nervous diseases. 
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Dr. C. L. Mengis, in charge of the Base Hospital at Porto Rico, 
with the rank of major when he received his discharge from the 
service, has located in Monroe. 

Among the doctors of New Orleans who have been in active 
service and who have recently arrived home are: Drs. A. J. Babin, 
E. F. Bacon, 8. M. Blackshear, Emile Bloch, Sidney F. Braud, 
8. M. D. Clark, J. A. Devron, Simon Geismar, J. B. Harney, 
William M. Hayes, Earl A. Hogan, David Hyman, E. S. Keitz, 
A. L. Levin, Abraham Mattes, Hilliard E. Miller, C. E. Verdier, 
R. M. Van Wart, G. H. Upton, G. J. Taquino, A. L. Whitmire, 
G. F. Roeling, J. J. Ryan, E. 8. Scharff, W. H. Seemann, C. V. 
Vignes, J. T. Halsey, L. A. Ledoux, Wm. M. Johnson, R. E. 
Bordet, J. T. Nix. 


Dr. Adolph Henriques (New Orleans) announces the association 
of Drs. Leon J. Menville and William J. Devlin with him in 
Reentgenology. 


Removats.—The office of the secretary of the National Board of 
Medical Examiners has been removed from 310 Real Estate Trust 
Building to 1310-1311 Medical Arts Building, northwest corner 
Sixteenth and Walnut streets, Philadelphia. 

Dr. T. C. Oliver, from Keiser, Ark., to Leland, Miss. 

Dr. Percy L. Querens, from Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis, Mo., 
to Base Hospital, Camp Taylor, Louisville, Ky. 


Marriep.—On January 1, 1919, Dr. Charles Wesley Barrier, Jr., 
to Miss Leonora Mayberry, of Franklin, Tenn. Dr. and Mrs. Bar- 
rier will reside in Lake Bluff, Ill. Dr. Barrier is a graduate of 
Tulane, Class 1916. 
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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES 


All new publications sent to the JouRNAL will be appreciated and will invariably be 
prompily acknowledged under the heading of “Publications Received.” While 
it will be the aim of the JouRNAL to review as many of the works accepted as 
possible, the editors will be guided by the space available and the merit of re- 
spective publications. The acceptance of a book implies no obligation to review. 


Anatomy of the Human Body, by Henry Gray, F. R. S. Lea & Febiger, 
Philadelphia and New York, 1918. 


Sixty years a text-book preferred in the countries in which is used 
the language of its author is probably a unique record and, of course, 
could searcely be true of any medical book save one on anatomy. 

While this is the twentieth edition of the famous work, and many 
advances have been made in microscopic and embryonic anatomy, the 
main text remains much the same, the plan originally formulated has 
been continued, and many of the original illustrations are still used. 

It is still the Gray’s Anatomy with which we became acquainted forty 
years ago, though there are more illustrations, and these illustrations are 
more colored than in the old days. Yet, it must be understood, it is 
brought up to date, and new matter has been added by the editor, Dr. 
Warren Lewis, wherever additional knowledge has been gained. It is 
like an old friend having perpetual access to the fountain of youth. 

c. C 


Emergencies of a General Practice, by Nathan Clark Morse, A. B., M. D., 
F. A. C. S. C. A. Mosby Company, St. Louis, 

The field covered by this treatise is so extensive that many of the 
subjects in the text are treated in such an abridged manner as to de- 
tract somewhat from the value of the work. Nevertheless, the young 
practitioner who has not had the advantage of an internship in a large 
hospital will find much that is helpful in this book. This would also 
apply to the practitioner in small towns or rural communities whose ex- 
perience has not covered a great variety of cases. STORCK. 


The Roentgen Diagnosis of the Diseases of the Alimentary Canal, by 
Russell D. Carman, M. D., in conjunction with Albert Miller, M. D. 

W. B. Saunders Company, Philadelphia. 

As these two authors are well known and their capabilities duly recog- 
nized, their introduction to the medical profession is already complete. 
These two able men have presented the American medical profession with 
an excellent book, which is in line with the best modern practices. The 
504 original illustrations are superb. 
The practitioner who wishes to keep in close touch with the best work 

in Reentgenology by Americans in relation to the alimentary canal will 
do well to consult this book frequently. As to the réle of Reentgenology 
in the examination of the digestive tract, we can well say, with the 
authors, that it has afforded us ‘‘ efficient and practicable aid in gastro- 
intestinal diagnosis. ’’ STORCK. 
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P. BLAKISTON’S SON & CO., Philadelphia, 1919. 

Surgery in War, by Alfred J. Hull, with a preface by Lient.-Gen. 
T. H. J. C. Goodwin, C. B., C. M. G., D.S.O. Second edition., 
W. B. SAUNDERS COMPANY, Philadelphia and London, 1919 

The Medical Clinics of North America. September, 1918. 


The Surgical Clinics of Chicago. December, 1918, Vol. 2, No. 6. Index 
number. 


WILLIAM WOOD & CO., New York, 1919. 

Text-Book of Chemistry, by R. A. Witthaus, A. M., M. D. Seventh 
revised edition, by R. J. E. Scott, M. A,, B.C. L., M. D. 

A Practical Medical Dictionary, by Thomas Lathrop Stedman, A. M., 
M. D. Fifth revised edition. 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY, New York, 1919. 
The Disabled Soldier, by Douglas C. MeMurtrie. With an introdue- 
tion by Jeremiah Milbank. 


THE YEAR BOOK PUBLISHERS, Chicago, 1918. 
The Practical Medicine Series. Under the general editorial charge of 


Charles L. Mix, A. M., M. D. Volume VII: Skin and Venereal Diseases, 
ediféd by Oliver S. Ormsby, M. D., and James Herbert Mitchell, M. D. 
Series 1918. Vol. VIII: Nervous and Mental Diseases, edited by Peter 
Bassoe, M.D. Series 1918. 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, Washington, D. C., 1919. 

Public Health Reports. Vol. 34, Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4. 


Health Almanac for 1919. Compiled by R. C. Williams, Assistant Sur- 
geon, U.S. P. H. Service. 


United States Naval Medical Bulletin. January, 1919 (quarterly). 
Keeping Fit. V. D. Bulletin No. 1. 
Report of the Provost Marshal General, to the Secretary of War. 


MISCELLANEOUS: 
Representation in Industry, by John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 


A Great National Service, by John B. Lunger, vice-president, Associa- 
tion of Life Insurance Presidents, New York City. 


Proceedings of the Twelfth Annual Meeting of the Association of 
Life Insurance Presidents. New York, N. Y. 


Japanese Medical Literature. (Reprinted from the China Medical 
Journal, Shanghai, China.) 


Almanac Louisiana State Board of Health, 1919. (Published by the 
Louisiana State Board of Health, New Orleans, La.) 


United Fruit Company Medical Department. Annual Report, 1918. 
(Geo. H. Ellis Company, Boston, Mass.) 


Autobiography of an Androgyne, by Earl Lind. (The New York 
Medico-Legal Journal, 1918.) 


Publications Received. 


The Yellow-Flowered Cypripediums; The Trillium Grandiflorum Group; 
Notes on the Michigan Flora; Brazilian Jalap and Some Allied Drugs, by 
Oliver Atkins Farwell. 


Never Again (Perhaps). A Plea for Universal Service, by G. Frank 
Lydston, M. D. 


Paramycetoma; the Classification of the Mycetomas; a Sudanese Strep- 
tococcal Dermatitis, by Albert J. Chalmers, M. D., F. R. C. S., D. P. H., 
and Major R. G. Archibald, M. B., D. 8S. 0., R. A. M. C. | 


Enteromonas Hominis and Protetramitus Testudinis, by Albert J. 
Chalmers, M. D., F. R. C. S., D. P. H., and Waino Pekkola. 


The So-called Epidemic of Influenza, by Albert J. Croft, M. D. 


NOTICE! 


Income tax returns must be filed on or before March 15. Every single 
person in the United States whose net income for 1918 was $1,000 or over, 
and every married person whose net income was $2,000 or over, must file 
same with the Collector of Internal Revenue for his district. 


Heavy penalties, ranging from $1,000 up, are provided for failure to 
file a return on time. 
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MORTUARY REPORT OF NEW ORLEANS. 
Computed from the Monthly Report of the Board of Health of the City 
of New Orleans, for January, 1919. 


Intermittent Fever (Malarial Cachexia) ---.---.------- 


Measles 
Scarlet Fever 
Cholera Nostras 
Pyemia and Septicemia 
Tuberculosis 


Encephalitis and 
Congestion, Hemorrhage and Softening of Brain 
sees 
Convulsions of Infancy 
Pneumonia and Broncho-Pneumonia 
Other Respiratory Diseases 
Other Diseases of the Stomach 
Diarrhea, Dysentery and Enteritis 
Hernia, [atestinal Obstruction 
Cirrhosis of 


Other Genito-Urinary 
All Other Causes 


=| Colored. 


379 


total, 389,000. 


42.91; total, 41. Non-residents excluded, 36.59. 


Mean atmospheric pressure. . 


Prevailing direction of wind, north. 


Still-born Children—White, 29; colored, 14; total, 43. 
Population of City (estimated)—White, 283,000; colored, 106,000; 


METEOROLOGIC SUMMARY (U. 8. Weather Bureau). 


Death Rate per 1000 per Annum for Month—White, 40.28; colored, 
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